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A few days before his Mahasamadhi 
the Swamiji entertained the idea of filling 
up a portion of the big Ashrama well and 
making it a smaller one. The work was 
[^fnearing completion when on the morning of 
the 1 7th of April 1938 some stones from 
fthe embankment which was being built up 
insidethe well and some earth from the fill- 
ed up portion slipped and fell into the re- 
duced well. Two of the Sannyasins disci- 
ples of the Swamiji got down into the well 
jto remove the debris and worked till 12 — - 

W' A NS' - \ 

Piioon. Again in the jif ter* noon they got down 
■to complete the removal. A servant of 
he Ashrama — a young man—also joined 



2 


slip. It was so sudden and big that 


them. Being the first to get dowi 
was g,t the bottom. While all of i 


were engaged at work there was an< 



could not move out of its way. The debris 
buried the servant completely and one of 


the Sanyasins up to his chest The accident 


was reported to the Swamiji. He has- 
tened to the spot and seeing what had hap- 
pened cried out “O! Gurumaharaj, what is ) 


this! Why has this happened!” Referring to»|j 
(he servant he exclaimed O! my child! myM 
child! and he proceeded forthwith to des-|||| 
ceml the ladder to rescue the victims. The Iff 
Sanyasins inside the well had by that timel || 
noticed dangerous cracks in the new em- I 

~*t£ 

baukment. Fearing further mishap aiNj’dS 
also considering Sri Swamiji’s health and * 
age they implored him again and again not 
to gel down. Other disciples and work- 


men present also prevented him from 


making that bold venture and they im- 
mediately got down. With great diffi * 
e uily they extricated the Sanyasin standin 







ried up to the chest. Fortunately he 

"y slight injuries. 
n e poor servant was 
— -ot till 3 p. m.the 
— id be exhumed* 


The mishap was naturally felt by Sri 
Swamiji as a very seveife shock. His heart 
j went out to the victim of the accident Re- 
fj maining in the portico close to the well he 
1 kept awake the whole night repeating the 
name of the Lord. He did not even take 
his usual food. The next day (18th of 
April) at about 11a m. he went to the 
Bharatha river for his bath. Since his last 
illness at Calcutta in 1935, he was having 
t only hot-w a tei bath. This day, however, 
his heart would not suffer the inmates of /fee 
Ashrama being put to the trouble of carrying 
water for his bath from a distant well. So 
he walked to the river and took a plunge- 
bath in cold water. Towards the evening 
he got tempara jire. ' 


The next morning (19th of April) he 

" . ‘ 1 " 4 i - 
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* r ^ ' . ,r . 

took some quinine P' 11 * he had with 5 

but the temparature did not falh 

continued his actmUes as ^ ^ ^ 

and supervising v«« Swa miji 

funeral .expenses ^ ndsome ly the previous 

Y^'^funher Wanted to give a decent 

day. He tuiinei deceased. He 

amount to the disc iples and 

entrusted hrm > h ^ tnotbel - with -inr 

to be given to t i nvest the 

structions as to how sne ■ ■ 

amount. 

XI t- vet feeling well, he took a purga- 
Not yet seeling ^ But the 

tive on the mormn B _ about 4 p . m . 

towels did " ot examined Swamiji, 

■ “<* thought that thu -P*- 

gave an ene ^ down by a qumme 

rature could he^ 8^ n ; ecUon .. being 

.injectio . was doubting • witbm 

a muscular one, he ^ pa i n and 

himself if he shou m hte then 

whether Swamiji could stand 


( 
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■condition. Reading his thoughts, Swamiji 
jc said “Don’t feel nervous, doctor, you may 
do what you like with this body; it is not 
mine ’ The injection was therefore given. 


The next day (21st of April) tempa- 
rature fell from 103° to 99*5°; but the upper 

■a + 

arm where the injection was given became 
a little swollen. It was also giving pain. 
Then another doctor, an M B., B. S., who 
was known to the Swamiji, was called,. He 


prescribed certain medicines for external 
application also. Addressing him Swamiji 
said “Doctor I have some very costly lint 
and medicine with me. You take them 
| and use themfor poor patient^, not for the 
paying ones.” They were collected and 
properly packed and set apart to be given 
to the doctor. The treatment continued 
but neither the pain nor the swelling abated. 
Swamiji however continued giving in- 
structions regarding the construction of the 
guest house, the sinking of a new well and 
other Ashram a works. 
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. On the 23 rd, slight swelling appeared 

in Swamiji’s feet also. ° ^ 

Swamiji remarked to one of h* ho« . 

holder disciples, who was S |“ dl “ s y j at 
see the children are looking mt tly 
my swollen feet. That swelling is not 
this (pointing .to his arm). It is some 
quite different. To the little g'rkwhowe.e 
i e near him whom he had actua _ 
worshipped as forms of the Mother herseli 
and to whom he was a mother father 
friend and playmate, guide a 
he taught some new songs, himseh & » 

Sem 'very sweetly He played whh 
them, laughed with them and play 
fully showed them' how to cry. V' ho 
will give you mangoes nicely cu w i- n 
am gone”, he is said to have asked them on 
t hat § day. Poor children, they did nothin 

the least comprehend the impor 

words To the Sanyasin disciples attend- 

£ - h» V 

more medicine. Later on he s 

♦ anv thing from tomorrow forward . 


I 
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He added ‘,Let me lie down peacefully*'. 
I In spite of these significant words the dis- 
ciples did not, ; in their excess of love for 
pri Swamiji, believe that the great end 
was so imminent 
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His bodly condition was no better on 

■ 

the 24th. Growing anxious, the disciples 
wired to Dr, Thampi of Trivandrum that 
after-noon (Sunday). ' More than once 
Swamiji enquired if a book post had come 
to his address. It would appear that it 
was the Bengali almanac for the new year 

"l 

that he was expecting. Not getting it he 
referred to the old one and also to the new 
Malayalam one. That night he was heard 
to say “Some one will have to go back to- 
morrow”. It was the next day that His 
Holiness Swami Vijnananandaji Maharaj 
attained Mahasamadhi. He was also con- 
stantly calling on the mother {< Ma, Ma, 

Oh Ma”" 
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Later on he was also heard to say 


“Yes, ‘'Trivandrum work is finished. - 

may here he mentioned that Swamiji ha 

regarded Trivandrum work as a i charg s 

entrusted to him by Sri Sri Mahara 

(Swami Brahmanandaji) Swamiji was at 

' r _ devotee and 
Ottapalam m the house or 

disciple of Sri Maharaj when the latter 

attained Mahasamadh . . t he 

Swamiji read the telegram convey^ 

T, ", ..a w .11 i"r““ u 

• 1 J i. rt r „+irp “But said he it 

XJ a \XT 1 ell P M tO ITGXlXC* 

was his wish that I myself should com P ‘ 
the Trivandarum work and mus 
His least wish is a command to me 
That seems to have been the main-spring , 
of all his subsequent activities there. 

The night of the 24th passed. TiU 

_ »m.t«w 

alert, active, teaching,!, ding and directi „ 

his desciples. Erom ncfonwar^ he 
the embodiment of Peace and Bliss. 
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-r rue to His words 

hardly spoke anyti "”| e „ 0 r food except a 

^ *00, of soda-water or to 

few drops . . l ving ly press 

whish tHe deS? ' P nce a few drops oE ^ 

take. When once ^ ^ soda -water, 

pepton were . d « the . a tten<kin. _ 

Swamiji reprimande and i a y absorbed . 

was pbysicallv very Tarovl (with Mrs . 

in contemplation- ^ on Mon y 

Ttiyvdi) arrived Hy tHere v/as 

, s rri»«ta. »«*« 

. i Kp done ltuui • vVip next 

nothing to 1 • o him a^am tne »?=* 

n ° ' Ai\ examine tum t» said 

said he would ex ^ sufficient 

morning* 

Swamiji. , 4 

The nightpassed very went 

( A. M. one of thea^ “Swanny, ( *o i 

W hl ®ih*en asked quite audibly J d _ 

Swanmli ttie. the discipw 

the tune f : u Ar ame silent, f K u rP ak, 
Swanujt & , j begun. A a j as- 

1 i a iivM«a--haa | bath as usual, 

,,,,. ch ldvm n. Q ., „ nd began rshajau 

U v i..,l by llia^d e SP T a mni came and 

a\\A \\0etthana. 'yhe worst fears 
med Swamip. 1 
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. then almost confirmed. At about 7 A. M. . 
Swamiji was seen attempting to get up. 

One of the disciples slowly raised him and . 

* 1 * ^ m 

kept him resting on the disciple’s breast, 'vj 
Then in low tones Swamiji said, “Yes-yes 

P 

— yes — that’s alright” — the last words 
that came out of that mouth from which 
had flashed forth Divine messages and 

k 

commands in those thundering tones. After 
a while he again lay on his bed, a deep 
calm and holy peace settling on his benign 
countenance. Bhajana continued. Ganges 
water and Theertharn were administered. 
The children sang: — 


Nirmalam hridayam yasya 
Gurorajnanuvarthinah 
Nirmalanandapadaya 
Tasmai Sri Gurave namah. 


The last words of the chant went forth: to 
greet them, as it were, went out the very 
last and supremely peaceful breath of the 
Beloved Master, 


t/l ; 


Then in solemn ygL anguished tones, 
from the host of disciples and devotees as- 
sembled arose the spontaneous cry: 
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Tai Sri Gurumaharaj & Jai 
Jai Sri Swatniji maharaj ki ]«• 

The heart-riding 

dhi soon spread and <i ‘he Ashrama 

all quarters. B ? f f ™ ourne rs. The doctor 

who had been attendm^a^ed the body 

Doctor Tar ?PLt° riKO r mortis had get in. . 
and declared that "go' ion then began. 

Preparation foi *^ Ekadasi being ««- 

profusely garland disciples a nd devot- 

performed, and children^-offere^ 

! worship and fell P cost f r u a ^ ral pyre had been 

In the meanwhile, | ‘u P d ^ tk 

t appropriate ther the body was 

holy Bhataia riv • ot ' ne r devotees and 

taken by Dr ' Ta “L n headedby a Bhajana 
disciples m process m , s cWldren The 
■ party rneludtrag the fire blazed forth 

verily like the S^nt free . By sun- 

the body, f V* having *e host of 

set, the fit ; n prief and gloom- 

devotees plunged in g« eI 


On the 7th day (the 2nd of May) th 

' v n ■ 4. fleered the sacrei 

tes and devotees gathered^ 

retpai&s 

- 1 . - . ■ 





S",OT 

fed. 



^pf t i 

* ; rUdre of the disciple^ 

It is the earnes desue o t ^ 

to. erect a tomb over tf* ^ Ashr ^ 

mation and a s.pecia . 0 { the 

ma itself to instal the Holy remains of w 

illustrious son of Sri Ka , 

Guru and spiritual guide o | 

sotils in India and abroad. , 

Om Shantih Shantih Shantih. 




i 

1 

,i 


3 

’■ > 


Kam alalaya 



?4i Otfcapalam 







